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Post-9/11 Gl Bill payments delayed
for student veterans, emergency
checks discontinued

P Heather Bashaw | Staff Writer

s many as 14,000 siudents did not receive
A the living stipends they expected from the

Posi-9/11 Gl Bill al the beginning of Novem-
ber. Many sludenl velerans have been forced o drop
oul of schoal for failing 1o pay luilion fees on lime, the
inability to purchase ilexibooks causing them 1o fall
behind in classes, or needing to find full-time work to
pay living expenses while waiting for Post-9/11 Gl Bill
paymentls lo arrive.

“My tuilion assislance has never been on time. Bul
it would normally come by the end of September or
early Oclober, so thal is what | was expecling for the
new Post-9/11 Gl Bill,” Missouri Army National Guard
veleran Eden Stone said. “| ended up having to get
student loans and two parl-lime jobs.”

Stone is a public relations graduate from the Univer-

sity of Cenlral Missouri. She served in the National
Guard from May 2003 to May 2009 and was deployed
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“I FIGURED IT WOULD ONLY BE A FEW MORE WEEKS
UNTIL I RECEIVED MONEY. LITTLE DID I KNOW
THAT I WOULD BE WAITING UNTIL MONTHS AFTER
MY COLLEGE GRADUATION.”

- Eden Stone, National Guard Veteran and University of Central Missouri Graduate

in Operation Iragi Freedom from 2005 to 2007.

The Velerans Affairs office began distributing $3,000
emergency checks 1o sustain student vetlerans until
the applicalions could be processed, bul as of Oclober
29, no more emergency paymenis were granied. The
57 regional VA offices gave the emergency checks lo
more than 50,000 students who were nol paid their Gl
Bill living stipends by October 1. The money will be de-
ducted from future GI Bill payments, which raises some
concerns about sludents who received more money in
the form of emergency funds than they would otherwise
have received.

Stone did not seek one of the $3,000 emergency checks
for velerans.

“The closesl office was in St. Louis, and | figured it
would only be a few more weeks until | received money,”
Stone said. “Little did | know that | would be waiting until
months after my college graduation.”

VA employees are working overtime 1o process the
285,000 applications received for the Gl Bill. Of those,
225,000 were cerlified, and the sludent veterans re-
ceived their cerlificales of eligibility. However, only a
small percentage of the aclual payments has been dis-
tributed.

Applications for the new Gl Bill currently take aboul one
month to process. The Iraq and Afghanistan Veterans
of America (IAVA) organization is pressuring the VA 1o
speed up the process and encouraging career colleg-
es and universilies 1o defer tuition and fees for veler-
ans awailing Post-9/11 Gl Bill payments. Many colleges
have been forced 1o put special systems in place to help
veleran sludenls slay enrolled.

The IAVA recommends thal, in order to speed up the
process, velerans should thoroughly fill out the required
VA form 22-1190, bring a copy of their VA cerlificate of
eligibility to their school cerlifying official, coordinate with
the certifying official to ensure paperwork gets submitted
correctly and promplly, fill out the FAFSA as a backup

source of additional financial aid and report any schools
that fail to defer paymenis lo the |IAVA,

By next year, the Velerans Affairs office hopes to have a
more streamlined, or even automaled, syslem lo process
applications fasler.

“They should be focusing on their sludies, nol worrying
about financial difficulies,” said VA Secretary Eric Shinseki.

The Post-9/11 Gl Bill is said to be the most generous
since the World War Il Gl Bill. Benefits of the new bill
include up to 100 percent tuition and fee coverage, a
monthly living or housing slipend, up 1o $1,000 per year
for books and other school supplies, a one-lime reloca-
tion allowance, and the oplion 1o transfer benefits to fam-
ily members. Some velerans may also be eligible for a
one-lime reimbursement of up to $2,000 for a licensing
or cerlificalion exam or work-study programs and $100
monthly for tutorial assistance.

Eligibility for the Post-8/11 Gl Bill is determined based
on the veteran's length of service since Seplember 11.
The bill provides housing and book stipends for velerans
who have served at least three years of aclive duly, and
velerans who have served al least 90 days but less than
three years receive parlial benefits depending on their
length of service. Gl benefils are available for 15 years
following the veleran's last discharge.

“The good news is that kids are laking advantage of it,”
Shinseki told the Associated Press. “They’re lining up to
go 1o school.”

The Post-9/11 Gl Bill was signed into law in July of 2008
and wentl into effect on August 1 of this year. The bill is
expecled lo cosl $62 billion over a 10-year period. B
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